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by a careful supervision of her colonial possessions and
her commerce, and by well-timed advances towards Prussia
and Russia. But every calculation of European policy
was upset by the outbreak of the French Revolution.
By 1792 the Revolution had led to war in Europe. In-
fluenced by the appeals of the emigres, his own relationship
to the French Queen, and his anxiety for the preservation
of the monarchy, the Emperor entered into a war with
France, and the King of Prussia went to his assistance.
France accepted the challenge of Austria. The French
armies entered Savoy and Nice, occupied the western bank
of the Rhine, and defeated the Austrian army at Jemappes.
Having once tasted the wine of victory, the old French thirst
for military glory revived, and France entered on a war of
aggression—on a war to gain for her the natural frontiers
and to spread republican principles throughout Europe.
Gr?at.	England so far had been ostentatiously neutral: it was no
serves her part of Pitt's plans to interfere in the internal politics of
1789^93,y' &*s neighbour, nor had he any desire to become entangled
in European affairs from which England would reap little
profit. So far was Pitt from anticipating that the Revolu-
tion would lead to a crusade of liberty against the rest of
Europe, that he believed that chaos and confusion within
the country would make France of no account on the
Continent, ^Even George III was inclined to regard the
Revolution &s the punishment from heaven on France for
her assistance to the American rebels in their struggle with
England, and he wrote to Pitt, " We have honourably not
meddled with the internal dissensions of France and no
object ought to drive us from that honourable ground/'1)
Pitt, Grenville and the King, as well as all the Radicals,
were opposed to a war with, the Republic, and ia fact there
was no considerable body of opinion which demanded it.
Pitt had declined to assist the Emperor Leopold, and though
the English Ambassador in France was withdrawn after the
suspension of the monarchy in 1792, that was not an un-
friendly act, for since he had been accredited to the King,
there wa$ no lawful reason for remaining in France. Talley-
1 Camb. Mod. Hist., vol. viii,, p, 291.

